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| am an author and illustrator of children's picture books. | began my career as a freelance
author and illustrator in 2006, with my debut picture book, A Book of Sleep, first published
in the UK. This book marked the start of my journey, and | am humbled by the fact that it
has been translated into a dozen languages and reached audiences worldwide.

Inspiration and Creative Process

| write stories driven by curiosity, personal experiences, and a deep exploration of who |
am. These are the sources of inspiration for my work. My early fascination with animals—
how they sleep, where they live, and their behaviors—sparked the themes in my initial
stories.
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However, as I’ve grown as an artist, my focus has shifted inward, exploring
my identity and artistic journey. My goal is to capture and convey the
emotions |'ve felt throughout this journey in my illustrations.

Initial sketchbook pages (below)

The Dreamer is a story that encapsulates my personal journey as an illustrator. It
is a reflection of how | dreamt of becoming an artist, the obstacles | faced, and
how | ultimately achieved my goals through persistent trials and errors. This
project began as an alphabet book, intended to explore a unique concept within
that format. However, as the story developed, it evolved into a more narrative-
driven work, capturing the essence of my experiences, including the moments of
failure and the resilience that followed. The Dreamer stands as a testament to the
power of perseverance and the creative process that shapes an artist's life.



Work Process

Every project | undertake begins with thorough research. | collect as
many visual references as possible—photos, images, paintings, and
illustrations—during this phase. This research is vital as it enables me to
uncover interesting visual solutions and develop stronger concepts that
effectively convey the emotions within the stories | tell. | place
significant importance on the thumbnail sketching process, often going
through 2 to 5 stages. For me, this is the most crucial and enjoyable
part of my work, as it builds a strong foundation for the final piece,
though it is also the most time-consuming.



Collaborating with Authors

| also enjoy working with authors. When | do, my process remains
consistent. The first thing | do is read, read, and read. | give myself
plenty of time to fully understand the story, allowing it to sink in so |
can begin to visualize the moments that will captivate the emotions
and concepts of the narrative. If the story is closely related to my own
journey or experiences, | don’t hesitate to draw from them as visual
inspirations.

It was a remarkable coincidence that the
manuscript aligned so closely with my own
experiences—almost as if it had been written about
my life. This fortunate overlap allowed me to
deeply understand the emotions embedded in the
story, enabling me to capture them authentically in
my illustrations. The narrative touches on
significant moments, such as moving homes,
cutting down a storm-damaged tree, and losing a
beloved dog. Through my artwork, | sought to
convey the profound feelings of relocating to a
new place, the pain of losing something
important, and the eventual discovery of a
moment that evokes a true sense of belonging.



Dream Projects

There are wish lists | have had in mind for a long time. | dream of creating an ABC
book with a unique concept, illustrating a conceptual story, and crafting a picture
book for all ages—one that speaks to both children and adults. | also aspire to
create a character who lives a long life with readers, becoming a cherisEed
companion over the years. Another dream of mine is to create a book that
integrates ceramics. I’ve been playing with clay for some time now, and it has been
incredibly fun. | would love to Finc{o way to combine ceramics with drawings and
possibly 3D objects to make a truly unique book.

Lastly, | would love to make something playful, not sure if | need to find a story or
meaning but simply make a playful thing in a book format.






