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How amazing is it that I get to draw all day?!

' something exciting and terrifying about making
- work that I pour my heart into and then putit |
ngry, or downright restless. Art is the definition

. paint a blank piece of paper transforms and
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With each new project there is always

out for all to see. So why do I doit? I create
because I have to. If I don't, I feel annoved,

of magic; with a few swaths of ink, pencil, or

- new worlds reveal themselves.
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Everything In Its Place/Doubleday Books For Young Readers
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“Put Your Records On” | Ink drawing with digital collage.

-
Ty

i]‘ | ’|I : Il“w\

Hi =

. ulﬂlll

1]

| \ Wﬂ ! 1' o il I —

www.painted-words.com

A snazzy snippet
from my sketchbook.

“Moth Girl” (to the right) emerged slowly from her
cocoon. I began the sketch in Procreate, then printed
it and sketched some more. Then as I was drawing the _
final, I added more and more details. I let her decide who
she was going to be. I love her attitude. I feel like a book on
moths 1s in my future. They are so fascinating!




f AND THE TALKING GUITAR
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Little Rosetta and the Talking Guitar/Doubleday Books For Young Readers

The Musical Story of
Sister Rosetta Tharpe,

the Woman Who ,‘;
Invented Rock and Roll ‘
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“Little Rosetta and the Talking Guitar” was so fun to write! The storyv came spilling out after

I had learned that she mastered the acoustic guitar by the age of 6. I love getting my hands
messy and painting paper to use for collage. It's a great way to play around with mark-malking
and different materials.
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how she

and
went into her own world as she played.

this sketch I wanted to
capture a particular mood. I focused on her body

language and how she held her guitar. I love

Sister Rosetta Tharpe had alot of style and a
huge personality. In
watching videos of her playi
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Little Rosetta and the Talking Guitar/Doubleday Books For Young Readers |
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I was a huge library kid when I was little

(I still am...in love with the library). The library
was one of my favorite places in the world. On
weekends, my mom and I would walk to the library
and I would sit on a bench underneath a cloudy
window and read "Choose Your Own Adventure”

books. All that to say that illustrating a book about
books was pure jov.
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The poetic nature of this story called for a poetic
touch when it came to the illustrations. It allowed
me to think outside of the box and imagine the
story in a new way. I even found vintage ctalog
cards to use as collage elements.
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